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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Summer

newsletter for families, governors and

stakeholders to find out all about what

has been happening over the past

term here at Samuel Laycock School!

We would like to take this opportunity

to wish all of our pupils, staff and

families all the very best for the

summer break ahead.
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INTERACT 
WITH US!
You can keep up with what we’re

doing here at Samuel Laycock

School via our Facebook page

and through our weekly blogs.

The New Bridge Group Twitter

and Facebook pages also provide

regular updates from across 

the New Bridge family. We love 

to see your feedback and

comments and look forward to

sharing our activities and

adventures with you!
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To our pupils, staff, families, governors and wider school

community – we made it!

After our first full term as part of the New Bridge Multi Academy

Trust, we seem to have reached the summer break in the blink of

an eye.

Already, we are seeing the benefits of working alongside the other

schools and settings within the MAT, and I’m sure they are feeling

the benefit of working with Samuel Laycock too.

Every week, I am privileged to share the learning that goes on

across school with our community via our social media feeds and I

have been delighted to see just how much engagement these

posts generate.

This is reflective of the enthusiasm and energy that I feel on a

daily basis at this school – it’s contagious! 

Speaking of the word ‘contagious…’

This past academic year has been our first ‘full’ year in three

years. As we emerge from the pandemic, we have seen resilience

and collaboration help our pupils and staff succeed in all they do.

This will continue, I’m sure, with every single one of us working

hard to support each other.

That support is now more important than ever, as many people will

be feeling anxious about the summer break, not least because of

the ongoing cost of living crisis. 

I would encourage those who are struggling to seek the channels

of support that are available. 

Please don’t struggle on in silence, speak to school and we will do

our best to point you in the direction of those channels of

support. 

For now, all that is left for me to say is that I hope you have a

wonderful summer break, take the time to enjoy your friends and

family, and that I look forward to welcoming you back in

September.

It promises to be an exciting Autumn term!

Take care

Helen 



Message from the Chair 
of Governors 

The governors of Samuel Laycock are really pleased with the massive strides

the whole school has taken over the last twelve months. The whole team at

the school has been instrumental in improving every aspect of school life. We

have introduced new pathways to help prepare our pupils for the next stage of

their academic careers, covering Life Skills, IT, Performing Arts and more. This

will give our learners the opportunity to find subjects which really interest them,

and in which they will gain accreditations. This is all underpinned by the new

curriculum, ensuring that all pupils develop their potential in all core subjects

of English, Maths etc. 

The pupils have responded really well, and are benefitting from trips to

companies or organisations which broaden their experiences outside the school

environment. There are several initiatives in school which the children run, such

as the healthy tuckshop and the school enterprise day, and a number of clubs

and groups they can join.

We joined New Bridge in April 2022. We have been supported by the MAT since

January 2021, and that help was instrumental in making the changes and

improvements mentioned above. Now that we are a fully integrated member

of the trust, we look forward to continuing to offer our children the support

they need to make sure they have the best learning and life experiences during

their time at Samuel Laycock.

Martin Nield

Chair of Governors



Samuel Laycock –
Important Stuff!

Premises

During the summer holidays Samuel Laycock School will be continuing with

school improvements. These include two pre-fabricated classrooms, which will

be located in the playground, a path on the field to support continued

improvements to our Forest School curriculum, a polytunnel, raised flower beds,

water buts and a new path for our new Horticulture Pathway commencing in

September 22.

We will also see the adaption of two new personal care rooms on site.  

Look out for photos on our Facebook page in September!

New starters

We would like to give a big welcome to our recent new starters.

Chris Smith joined us after Easter from a local mainstream high school as the

maths lead. Chris is already making a significant impact with maths across the

school as accreditation is being rolled out to every year group at an appropriate

level. We look forward to the future of maths at Samuel Laycock.

Rebecca Allen and Karla Lockwood have both joined us recently as TA’s and

their enthusiasm and passion for the children is already shining through.

We look forward to welcoming Caroline Maddock Hodgins as the new English

lead in September and we are still in the process of recruiting a Personal Care

assistant and additional TA’s to support the children across school.



Staff Leavers

We would like to wish the staff who are leaving us at the end of the year,

all the best in their future endeavours.

Carmen Malpas will be moving onto the role of Deputy Head teacher in

another part of Greater Manchester. Carmen has led the English curriculum

over the past couple of years and has been key to the development of the

new curriculum offer at Samuel Laycock. Thanks to Carmen for all the hard

work in this important area of school.

Niall Murphy is relocating and has taken up a teacher’s role in a school in

Preston, so we wish Niall luck with all these big changes for him and his

family.

We are really delighted that Kim Hafford has decided to take the plunge

into teacher training and we wish her all the best for her PGCE course next

year.  

We are confident that Kim will make a fantastic teacher.

Hayley Bardsley has been a significant part of the Year 8 team this year and

the children have really flourished under her care.  

She is leaving Samuel Laycock to go back into Early Years and we wish her

all the best for the future.

We would like to thank Georgia Cubitt for her input as part of the Year 7

team during this academic year, supporting the children with their transition

into school and making this a smooth and positive experience.

We are really pleased for Thamanna Begum who is taking up a TA role in a

local mainstream primary school and thank her for all the support she has

offered individual pupils in her care.



Taster Day at Tameside
College
This term, all of our year 10’s

attended a taster day at Tameside

College. 

They experienced the paper Olympics

where they had to compete against

each other.

First, they made their own paper

aeroplanes and flew them in the

corridor to see whose went the

furthest. 

Then they worked in teams to build a

bridge out of paper and a structure as

tall as it could possible be!

They worked well in teams

communicating with each other,

sharing ideas and constructing their

master pieces. 

They also talked about employability

skills and how teamwork and good

communication skills are important, before they showed these skills during a

game of cup ping pong! 

Finally, they went into

the kitchen and

decorated some

cupcakes that they

could either eat or

share with their

families. 

We wonder how many

made it home...



Food Technology Pathway
at Tatton Foodies Festival 
The Food Technology Pathway went to Tatton Foodies Festival

this term, and what a day was had! 

The pupils have worked hard every Friday, cooking breakfast

sandwiches and selling them to staff. This is how they spent

the money raised!  

The pupils watched cooking demonstrations from MasterChef

finalists including Tom Rhodes and some of our pupils even met

him!  

They enjoyed looking at all the different stalls and all of the

different foods on offer.



Living Skills 
Our Living Skills Pathway have been

exceptionally busy this past term, taking trips

out, practicing essential life skills, and just

being generally good citizens in the process!

Here are a few snap shots from the Living Skills

Pathway for you to enjoy…

Visit to Cornerstone
The Digital Pathway visited Cornerstone for a careers session, focusing on careers within the

digital marketing and advertising sector.

The pupils learnt about roles such as public relations, website designer and printer.

They listened, asked questions, had a tour of the building and even took part in a quiz.

Alfie got all the answers correct and won a prize!

The young people really enjoyed the experience and a

few have even now decided that they would love to

work at Cornerstone.



Performing Arts 
Our Performing Arts Pathway and some Year 9

pupils performed at Oldham Coliseum Theatre,

as part of the Coliseum’s Inter-schools festival.  

They performed the play “A Happy Place” by

Elizabeth Gibson and I think they all found their

happy place was on stage! 

Pupils found out what it was like to work with a

professional director, stage manager and tech

manager and realised how much work goes into

putting on a play on the night.  

There wasn’t a dry eye in the house and our

parents and families showed the actors great

support with their applause and cheers.

The pupils did an amazing job, partly down to

lots of hard work learning their lines and partly

fuelled by a delicious tea in Molino Lounge

courtesy of school – this class can certainly put

away a plate of food! 

Cheerleading
Champions!
Our SLS Stars took part in the UKCA School's National

Championships at Belle Vue Stadium.  

The Team competed in Disability Cheerleading and

Disability Pom Dance. 

In the Cheerleading section the team did tumbles and

jumps. They even mastered a stunt called a thigh stand.

They were super and came in second place.

During the Pom Dance section, the Team completed a

fantastic routine with their pom poms and ribbons. They

smashed it.  One judge wrote "your smiles are infectious.

A Lovely routine with good jumps. Loved the ribbons and

your attitudes!”

SLS Stars won this section and are now placed 1st in the

UK for disability Pom Dance (schools...)

Well done to all the team, your great attitude and hard

work paid off.  You really are a credit to the school. 



Digital Pathway 
The Digital Pathway hosted an Art Gallery

called Urban Landscapes.

The gallery showed their fantastic

photographic skills and work which they have

been doing in the pathway for their ‘Images’

unit of work. 

We invited parents, carers, staff and classes.  

The food pathway provided refreshments. 

Everyone really enjoyed showing their photos

and talking about what they had taken and

how they edited them.  

We also sold a lot of our images and have

taken lots of orders for canvases, frames,

mugs, keyrings and prints!

Tameside Careers and
Apprenticeship Fair
Year 9 and 10 pupils

attended the

Tameside Careers and

Apprenticeship Fair at

Stalybridge Civic Hall.  

Upon arrival, both

staff and pupils were

surprised to see how

busy it was, and how

many stands were on

offer to showcase the

different areas of study available to pupils across

Tameside.   

After being slightly nervous to begin with, it was

fantastic to see our pupils gain the confidence to

approach the different employers and staff from

colleges and ask them some great questions.  

As well as an opportunity to develop their

communication skills, this experience gave our pupils a

chance to learn about all the colleges in the local area

offering post 16 courses, about the different career

pathways that may be available to them, and the local

jobs market.  

The Year 9 pupils

are already thinking

about questions

they have thought

to ask next year

when they visit the

fair in Year 10! 



Girl’s
Football
Team 
Samuel Laycock girl’s football team participated

in a local tournament at Manchester City.

They did so well, playing 4 games in total and

winning 3 of them!

The only team that we lost to was New Bridge

School...

...but we have laid down the gauntlet for a

future fixture!

Well done girls! You did Samuel Laycock proud.

Evan 
We had some exciting news in Performing Arts this

term! 

One of our pupils, Evan in Year 10, has won a national

monologue writing competition run by Lung Theatre

Company and the Bristol Old Vic Theatre. 

We are so proud of Evan!

As you can see, he was very

shocked to hear the news! 

His monologue voice clip

was chosen from over 300

entries to be one of the 41

pieces published in an

anthology due out in July. 

Evan has been busy

directing his fellow pathway

pupils!



Yorkshire
Wildlife
Park  
Take a look at some of these

photographs from our New Bridge

Adventure over to Yorkshire Wildlife

Park!

A wild experience for all!



Samuel Laycock pupils and staff celebrated The

Queen's Platinum jubilee in style with a day full of

activity and fun. 

We started off the day learning about the

Commonwealth Countries and the Queen’s reign. 

We watched the Queen's Coronation, many of our

pupils were shocked to hear that for many people the

Coronation was the first time they had seen a TV!

The pupils then enjoyed a fantastic street party

style lunch. 

The outside area was decorated with bunting and

flags and a life style cut out of Her Majesty.

The pupils danced to music from the decades of the

Queen’s reign and a good time was had by all. 

A huge thanks goes to our canteen staff for

preparing the picnic lunches. 

In the afternoon the pupils represented the

Commonwealth country they had learnt about and

competed in a mini-Commonwealth games.

Thanks to our sports and outdoors pathway for

organising the event and for making sure all pupils

were able to participate. 

What a great day, hopefully one we all remember

for a long time to come! 

The Platinum Jubilee  

Our pupils and families have been inspired by

one of our year 11 pupils, Millie Burns, to

support the Ukrainian people during this

difficult time.  

Millie made posters to advertise the collection

of essential items and clothing.  

She also organised a non-uniform day to raise

funds.  

Other pupils participated in sponsored bike

rides and car washes. 

We are extremely proud of their kindness and

compassion to the Ukrainian people.

Millie’s Fundraising 
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